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SECRET 


10 June 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: White House Meeting of the Legislative Interdepartmentai 
Group- -9 June 1971 


departmental Cr o ttended a meetin § of the Legislative Inter- 

departmental Group m the Situation Room of the White House. The 

meeting was chaired by General A1 Haig and among those present were 
the Ken BeLieU ’ John ^hman, John Scali and Dick Cook of 

of DefenL D^LIment 0 " 6 Rad ^ ^hnson 

2. Items of interest to the Agency were the following: 

Fll1h . Mr ‘ Abshire said apparently Senator 

ulb right did not have the support of a majority of the Foreign 

teg “ 1118 eff ° rt ‘° kU1 the regard- 

g RFE/RL, therefore resorted to the delaying tactic of having 

te.' " T Reference in th ‘ Library of Congress do a study of 
tne effectiveness of these programs. 

to Q Mr Lehman said George Shultz, OMB, had sent a letter 
to Senator Ellender regarding funding the Radios under the 
continuing resolution. 

A ' JshirC commented the real problem was how to get 
Senators Sparkman and Aiken, during Senator Fulbright's temporary 
absence over the next week or ten days, to press the Legislative 7 

, R ° B . nCe , Se j;’ lcc to move aa qotekly as possible on the study of 
the Radios' effectiveness. y 

.. , General H fig suggested we try to find out who was doing 

e s u y in the Library of Congress and ascertain if we had any 
lnfiuence with them. I said I thought it would be a mistake for 

onto t0 intG / Vene in this fashio ^ but would be glad to pass 

on to State any information we picked up. 

I commented that, privately at least, Frank Shakespeare 
had spoken very highly of the Radios and his views might carry 

to Mb lueS? ^ ^ C T 0mjnittee * Providing State saw no objection 
wn^h 8Peak r gUP ° n matter » Mr. Abshire said this was 
worth considering, and we should also try to find some outside 
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authorities who could testify to the Radios' effectiveness. He 
mentioned Zbigniew Brezinski as one possibility, adding that 
the old war horses like Clay and Gruenther should be kept in 
the background . 

General Haig said the main problem was to "keep up 
the momentum. " He also directed that State and CIA should 
work together to prepare a "documentary, " in support of the 
continuation of the Radios which would include material which 
could be used in debates on the floor or to brief members who 
could be helpful. He also said thought should be given to a 
"fall back position" in the face of Fulbright's opposition. In 
addition, he said we should give some thought to stirring up 
the Jewish community which had been favorable to the Radios 
in the past. 


b. Symington Amendment: In discussing Senator Symington's 
proposed $200 million ceiling for FY 1972 on U. S. operations in 
Laos, it apparently was assumed this ceiling would apply not 
only to ground force operations, but to tactical air support, at 
least in the north. On this assumption, General Haig said "we 
obviously couldn't possibly live" with the Symington amendment. 

It was agreed that State should prepare, with the cooperation 
• and support of Defense and CIA, unclassified "talking papers" and 
draft speeches which friendly members might make from the 
floor pointing out the mischief which the Symington amendment 
would create and the broad implications of the U, S. standdown 
in Laos which it would produce. Mr. Abshire indicated that 
Marshall Green would probably be the State Department officer 
responsible for pulling this material together. 

It was also agreed that State and Defense would work on 
preparing a target list of senators who could be approached for 
assistance in the matter. 

Messrs. Abshire and BeLieu commented that a main 
difficulty was that Symington and his supporters, such as Fulbright, 
Case and the members of the Foreign Relations Committee, knew 
more about the situation in Laos than "our friends, " since they had 
had access to the Moose /Lowenstein report. Mr. Abshire said 
that we couldn't expect our "friends" to speak up so long as they 
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were not confident that they knew all the facts. Therefore, he 
recommended that a select group of sympathetic senators be 
briefed jointly by State, Defense and CIA on all the relevant 
facts so they would feel sufficiently confident to face Symington 
and Fulbright in floor debate if necessary, 

I said we would be glad to support the White House and 
State in the foregoing, and would probably have no problem in 
participating in the briefing if it was called by the White House, 
but I felt CIA should remain very much in the background lest, 
by too obvious involvement, our contribution proved counter- 
productive. This apparently was accepted. 


25X1A 

x JOHN M. MAURY 
Legislative Counsel 
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